
The coronavirus pandemic has had a profound impact on public education

in Texas, and it will take years to overcome that impact.

Schools have purchased laptops and technology for

remote learning, they have bought sanitizers, desk

guards, and new equipment to keep students and

staff safe.

It’s estimated that more than 100,000 students

have not returned to school — many of them in Pre-K

or kindergarten, meaning they will begin their

education without the type of foundation that most

leads to academic success.

Federal coronavirus relief legislation approved by Congress in late 2020 provides

$5 billion in funding for public education in Texas. It’s critical that legislators use

those dollars to address the unique costs — academic & financial — of the COVID-19

pandemic, rather than simply supplanting state and local revenue that would

otherwise go toward education. Congress made those dollars available for states to

help students and schools through the unique challenges presented by COVID-19.

“Cumulative learning loss could be

substantial, especially in mathematics

—with students on average likely to

lose five to nine months of learning by

the end of this school year. . . . While

all students are suffering, those who

came into the pandemic with the

fewest academic opportunities are on

track to exit with the greatest

learning loss.”

— McKinsey & Company

COVID-19's Impact on Education

Students have missed considerable time in the classroom due to school closures and

interruptions for teacher and student quarantines. Many have suffered from increased

anxiety or other behavioral health challenges.
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P R I O R I T I E S I N F O CU S

It's critical that the Texas Legislature recognize and respond to the

pandemic's profound impact on public education.

https://www.mckinsey.com/industries/public-and-social-sector/our-insights/covid-19-and-learning-loss-disparities-grow-and-students-need-help#

